Mission

It is Milan Special School District’s mission to provide appropriate educational programs and services specifically designed to meet the individual needs of each student in the least restrictive environment.

Our educational program for eligible students with disabilities ages 3-21 includes a wide variety of services.  Instructional resource (part-time pull-out) classes are provided in addition to services in speech, physical, and occupational therapy.  A full-time preschool program and Gifted enrichment class at the elementary and middle school are available for those students who qualify.

Special Education Department Overview:

-Serving more than 400 students with disabilities

-Have an instructional force of over 35

-Offer a full continuum of services

To review the Rights for Children with Disabilities and Parent Responsibilities, please visit:

http://state.tn.us/education/speced/doc/spedrights.pdf 

To visit the State of Tennessee, Department of Education, Division of Special Education website:

http://state.tn.us/education/speced/ 

Helpful links….

Council for Exceptional Children

http://www.cec.sped.org/ 

Internet Resources for Special Children

http://www.irsc.org/ 

Parents Encouraging Parents

http://www2.state.tn.us/health/factsheet/pep.htm 

Exceptional Children Magazine

http://www.eparent.com/resource/default.htm 

Support and Training for Exceptional Parents

www.tnstep.org 

National Center on Secondary Education and Transition (NCSET)

http://www.ncset.org 

Frequently Asked Questions for Parents of Children with Disabilities

What is Special Education?  
Special Education is the combination of legal procedures, programs, and/or services that are provided to students with disabilities, within a school district, and are mandated by the Individuals with Disabilities Educational Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEIA).  One of its main goals is to provide specially designed instruction intended to meet the educational needs of a child with a disability.

What are the procedures for receiving Special Education services?
When a student with a suspected disability is referred for assessment, written permission is obtained from the parent for the assessment to occur.  A written report, which is called a psycho-educational report, identifies and interprets the findings of the assessment to the parent, and indicates whether the student does or does not have a disability that may require Special Education services.  This report is a comprehensive report with many parts.  Some of the components of the report may include academic achievement test results, hearing and vision screening results, classroom observations, parental input, current and previous grades and TCAP/Gateway test results.  The IEP (Individual Education Plan) Team will meet on behalf of the student to determine eligibility for Special Education.  The IEP Team may include the parent(s), LEA (Local Education Agency) administrator (Principal, Assistant Principal, Supervisor, or designee), a special education teacher, at least one regular education teacher of the child, related services personnel if necessary, a translator whenever appropriate, and the child with a disability if appropriate.  If the student is eligible, the team will develop an IEP (individual education plan).  If the student is not eligible, the appropriate paperwork will reflect ineligible status.

How often does the IEP Team meet?  
IDEIA requires the school district to annually review IEPs (Individual Education Plans).  However, both the parent and the school district reserve the right to request a meeting with the members of the team at anytime during the school year.

If you have further questions, please contact the Director of Special Education, Dana Carey, at (731) 686-8852.
Each school has a Lead Special Education teacher.  If they can be of assistance to you, please contact them at the following numbers:
Milan Elementary School- Sonia Blair or Brigitte Chandler - (731) 686-0840

Milan Middle School- Julie Schunk- (731) 686-7232

Milan High School- Sarah Robbins- (731) 686-0841
